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This comprehensive guide covers all key aspects of planning an exceptional outdoor movie event with inflatable 

cinema. It includes selecting the right equipment—screen size, projector, and sound system—choosing a suitable space 

with clear sightlines and access to power, and understanding local licensing requirements for public film screenings. 
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Introduction
What is Inflatable Cinema?

Inflatable cinema offers an exciting way to enjoy big-screen movie experiences, both outdoors 

and occasionally indoors, provided there’s enough space. This setup can easily transform areas 

like parks, backyards, or community centres into lively movie theatres, creating a fun and unique 

atmosphere for audiences of all ages.

One of the standout features of inflatable cinema is its portability and ease of setup. The 

entire system is designed to be user-friendly, allowing you to quickly inflate the screen and get 

everything ready for viewing. This makes it an ideal choice for various events without the hassle of 

complicated installations.

The inflatable cinema setup typically 

includes a large inflatable projection 

screen, a projector, portable speakers, 

and the capability to stream movies 

from devices like laptops, DVDs, or 

other media sources. This versatility 

allows you to curate the perfect movie 

night , accommodating different genres 

and formats to suit your audience’s 

preferences.
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Benefits

Unique Experience - Inflatable cinema creates a fun and memorable atmosphere, transforming 

any space into a vibrant movie theatre.

Portability - The setup can be relatively lightweight and easy to transport , making it suitable for 

various locations, from parks to backyards. Larger screens will increase in weight but can typically 

be packed into an SUV or small trailer if required.

Easy Setup - Inflatable screens can be quickly inflated and assembled, allowing for hassle-free 

preparation before the event.

Versatile Viewing Options - You can stream movies from multiple sources, such as laptops, DVDs, 

or other media devices, catering to different audience preferences.

Community Engagement - Outdoor movie nights foster community spirit , bringing people togeth-

er for shared entertainment and enjoyment.

Cost-Effective - Compared to traditional movie setups, inflatable cinemas can be more bud-

get-friendly, making it accessible for various organizations and individuals.

Flexible Usage - Suitable for a wide range of events, including outdoor movie nights, festivals, 

corporate gatherings, private parties, and community screenings.

All-Weather Options - Many inflatable cinemas are designed to withstand mild weather condi-

tions, allowing for year-round usage in suitable environments.

Customizable Themes - You can create themed movie nights with decorations and activities, en-

hancing the overall experience for attendees.

Family-Friendly Entertainment - With the ability to choose appropriate films, inflatable cinema 

events can cater to audiences of all ages, making them ideal for family gatherings.
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Types of Events
Inflatable cinema is an ideal choice for summer evenings, turning backyards into cozy theatres 

under the stars. With inflatable screens available in various sizes, smaller screens are perfect for 

intimate home gatherings, while larger screens cater to bigger audiences for community events.
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Festivals and Fairs

Integrating inflatable cinema into a festival creates an exciting attraction that draws in crowds. 

Larger inflatable screens can accommodate many viewers, enhancing the entertainment 

experience. Plus, corporate sponsors can showcase their logos on the cinema screens, adding a 

promotional element to the event.

Corporate Events

Elevate team-building activities or company celebrations with inflatable cinema. Larger screens 

can be used for themed movie nights, fostering engagement among employees. Additionally, 

incorporating sponsor logos on the screens offers a unique branding opportunity for corporate 

partners.

Private Parties

Inflatable cinema can transform any private event , whether it ’s a birthday, anniversary, or reunion. 

Smaller screens are great for backyard celebrations, while larger screens can make significant 

milestones even more special and memorable.

Community Screenings

Hosting community screenings with inflatable cinema encourages local spirit and connection. 

Larger screens are perfect for showing popular films or documentaries, bringing residents together 

for a shared experience. Sponsorship logos can also be displayed on the screens, helping local 

businesses gain visibility while enhancing the community event.
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Planning
Budgeting
One of the key factors to consider is the capital investment in cinema equipment , which can 

include inflatable screens, projectors, speakers, and media players. While the initial costs may 

seem significant , these investments can be offset over multiple events and seasons, making them a 

long-term asset for future gatherings.

In addition to equipment , you should account for other potential costs such as hiring labour for 

setup and takedown, as well as potential marketing expenses to promote your event. Partnering 

with other businesses can increase marketing exposure, allow sharing of costs, and increase 

overall event appeal with food trucks or other activities that could be run preceding a movie 

screening.

Capital expenses can be reduced through sponsorship by including sponsor logos on the cinema 

frame at the time of purchase.
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Location and Setup
Selecting the perfect location for your outdoor cinema is essential for delivering an enjoyable 

experience. Here are key considerations to guide you in making the right choice:

Space Requirements

Ensure the chosen location has sufficient space for the inflatable cinema screen, speakers, 

projector, and media player (such as a laptop). A flat , open area is ideal, as it provides comfortable 

viewing distances and room for seating arrangements.

Equipment Setup

Your projector and laptop could be placed on a fold-out table, allowing for easy access during the 

event. A projector only stand may not be adequate when considering other connected equipment 

– unless for smaller backyard setups. If you plan to use additional equipment—like audio mixing 

consoles or video switchers for multiple media sources—make sure there’s enough space to 

accommodate these components. Ask us about custom portable media boxes to help organise your 

gear efficiently.

Screen Configuration

Inflatable screens can often be configured 

for either front or rear projection, 

depending on the screen surface you select. 

It ’s important to consult with us before 

purchasing to discuss the best screen 

surface for your needs. Setting up for rear 

projection can enhance safety by reducing 

trip hazards, as cables and equipment can 

be placed behind the screen. This setup 

also allows for more audience space in front 

of the cinema screen.



Inflatable Cinema Event Guide 2024

Outdoor Cinema Pro | outdoorcinemapro.com.au | +61 3 8203 58538

OUTDOOR
.PROCINEMA

Considerations for Tight Spaces

If you’re working with a limited area, consider using a short throw projector. This type of projector 

allows you to reduce the distance between the projector and the inflatable screen. However, be 

sure to avoid ultra-short throw projectors, as they are not suitable for inflatable screens due to 

potential image distortion.

The throw distance from screen surface to projector lens could be as much as 12-15 meters for a 

6m wide inflatable screen using a standard throw projector, whereas a short throw projector may 

require as little as a 3m distance. Bear in mind, shorter throw projectors will be more susceptible to 

perceived image movement on the screen from wind.

Speaker Placement

For optimal sound quality, speakers should be placed on either side of 

the screen. This positioning helps create a balanced audio experience 

and minimises sound overlap. When using more than two speakers, 

avoid placing them at the rear of the audience, as this can result in 

delayed sound reaching viewers, disrupting the cinematic experience.

Accessibility and Comfort

Finally, consider how accessible the location is for your audience. Ensure that it is easy to reach, 

with adequate parking or public transport options. Prioritize audience comfort by providing ample 

seating and clear sightlines to the screen. Look for shaded areas or the option to set up canopies 

to protect viewers from direct sunlight during daytime events.
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Wind Protection

When hosting an outdoor inflatable cinema event , it ’s crucial to consider wind protection to ensure 

the stability and safety of your screen. Most cinema screens are typically suitable for winds up 

to 40 km/h but may require additional securing to withstand stronger gusts. Higher winds can 

also reduce the audience experience by causing movement of the screen surface, affecting image 

quality. 

Choose a sheltered location behind natural windbreaks like trees or buildings to mitigate wind 

impact. Secure the screen using stakes or weights, taking advantage of built-in tie-downs. Monitor 

weather forecasts leading up to the event ; if strong winds are expected, consider postponing or 

relocating. Set up early to check stability and make necessary adjustments. 

Power

When planning an outdoor cinema event , it ’s essential to consider your power needs for the 

projector, speakers, and inflation of the screen. Access to onsite power is ideal, as it ensures a 

stable and reliable energy source for your equipment. If onsite power isn’t available, you may 

consider using a generator. However, it ’s important to position the generator a suitable distance 

away from the viewing area to avoid interfering with the movie experience. Generators can produce 

noise and exhaust , which may distract the audience and diminish the overall enjoyment of the film.
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Licensing
When organizing an outdoor inflatable cinema event , understanding licensing requirements is 

crucial to ensure compliance with copyright laws. Here’s a summary of what you might need to 

consider regarding screening rights:

Public Performance Rights

To screen a film in a public setting, you must obtain public performance rights. This is essential 

because most films are protected by copyright and showing them without permission constitutes a 

violation of intellectual property rights.

Film Licensing Agencies

You can acquire the necessary rights through film licensing agencies. These organizations 

represent the copyright holders of various films and can provide the appropriate licenses for public 

screenings. It ’s important to select the right agency based on the films you intend to show.

Duration and Type of Event

Licensing costs and requirements can vary depending on the duration and nature of your event. 

For example, a one-time screening might have different licensing terms compared to a series of 

screenings or recurring events.

Film Classification and Content

Ensure that the films you plan to screen are suitable for your intended audience. Licensing 

agencies may require you to classify the films, and some films may have restrictions based on their 

content (e.g., age ratings).
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Event Location

The licensing requirements might differ based on where you plan to hold the event (e.g., public 

parks, private properties, community centres). Always verify any local regulations or additional 

permissions required for public gatherings.

Attribution and Credits

Some licensing agreements may require you to display specific credits or acknowledgments during 

the screening. Be sure to adhere to these requirements to maintain compliance.

Insurance and Liability

While not directly related to licensing, obtaining insurance for your event can help mitigate risks 

associated with public screenings. Some licensing agencies might also require proof of insurance.
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Licensing distributors (Australia)

One of the largest distributors of movie licensing in Australia is Village Roadshow covering the 

majority of big blockbuster type movies, though there are a number of smaller distributors for other 

movies.

https://ppl.roadshow.com.au/

https://www.amalgamatedmovies.com/

https://www.accentfilm.com/

https://www.antidotefilms.com.au 

https://www.filmartmedia.com

https://www.higlossentertainment.com.au/

https://www.maslowentertainment.com/films

https://www.palacefilms.com.au/

https://parkcircus.com/

https://pivotpictures.com.au/ 

https://ponder.productions/

https://www.potentialfilms.com/

https://www.roninfilms.com.au/

https://www.sharmillfilms.com.au/

https://www.studiocanal.com.au/

https://www.titanview.com/

https://umbrellaent.com.au/screenings/
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Equipment
Inflatable Screen
Screen Size

When planning an outdoor cinema event , choosing the right size for your inflatable projection 

screen is crucial to delivering an impressive movie experience. The size of the screen should be 

tailored to suit your audience. A larger screen can create a more captivating visual impact , drawing 

viewers into the cinematic experience and enhancing their enjoyment of the film.

If your audience is expected to be more spread out and hence sitting further from the screen, 

you may want to consider opting for a larger screen to maintain visibility, impact , and movie 

experience.

Reference points when comparing screen dimensions can also vary from supplier to suppler. 

Screen sizes from different suppliers may be categorise based on overall screen size including 

frame, just the projected screen surface size (usable image area) excluding frame dimensions, 

measured across width, or measured diagonally. Large screen sizes are often measured in width of 

screen surface (typically indicated in units of meters), whereas smaller screen could be measured 

diagonally across the screen surfaces (typically indicated in units of inches – as per a home TV). It 

is important to check what dimensions are being presented when comparing “apples with apples”.
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Sealed (‘Air -Tight’) or Constant Air

Sealed inflatable cinema screens are designed to retain air, using a blower or air pump only for 

initial inflation rather for continuous inflation. This makes them quieter and often easier to manage 

during screenings. In contrast , constant air inflatable screens require a continuous supply of air 

from a blower, which ensures that they always remain inflated and can create background noise – 

which is the same principle for most jumping castles. The choice between the two types typically 

depends on the desired sound environment and the specific setup needs of the event.

Constant air style inflatable screens are manufacturing differently and sometimes with different 

materials. Manufacturing tolerances can be lower (i.e.. Small leaks are not a concern given they are 

continually inflated during use) and hence can be cheaper to purchase. Depending on the setup, 

location and use in relation to the audience can add environmental noise from the air blower. Noise 

can be mitigated with high-quality and quieter air blowers. Use of lower quality blowers or using in 

the wrong application with a Constant Air style screen could detract from the movie experience. 

Durability and Materials

The rise in popularity of big-screen outdoor movie experiences has led to a wide range of 

manufacturers entering the market offering a wide range in product quality.

Cheaper inflatable screens often use very lightweight materials, which can compromise durability. 

These screens may be constructed from materials like Oxford fabric or thin, generic PVC, making 

them prone to punctures and unsuitable for reliability in commercial applications. In fact , such 

screens might not withstand a single season of use, limiting their long-term value.

In contrast , higher-quality commercial-grade screens utilise application-specific PVC fabrics that 

are thicker and designed for increased durability and puncture resistance. These materials often 

feature coatings that protect against UV damage, fire, and degradation in lower temperatures. 

When selecting a screen, it ’s essential to verify the quality of the materials used, including the 

grade of PVC in manufacturing. Investing in a commercial grade inflatable screen can help 

protect your investment , limit the likelihood of failure at the most critical time, reduce booking 

cancellations, and ensuring a happy audience experience.
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Screen Style: A-Frame or Mattress

Screen style or the design of supporting inflatable frame to the projection surface can vary in 

design. The two main styles found are A-frame (or slight variations of ) that are self-supporting with 

an extended backing frame, or a simpler mattress style with backing frame that requires tethering 

to remain vertical.

There can be trade-offs to each design. A-frame style can be easier to setup and used indoors with 

enough space but are heavier and more slightly dearer. A mattress style could require additional 

helpers to guide and tether during inflation for larger screens but a little easier to transport from 

the reduce weight and a little cheaper to purchase.
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Screen Maintenance

There are a variety of methods in attaching projection screen surfaces to their frames. Common 

types of methods manufacturers use are zip, Velcro, or bungee cord.

1.	 Zip style can be convenient to quickly attach or remove a screen surface but can cause fitment 

problems due to manufacturing tolerance variation when replacing damage or old screen 

surfaces. 

2 .	 Velcro styles are also very convenient to quickly attach or remove screen surfaces like zip 

styles but don’t typically have fitment issues when replacing damaged or old screen surfaces. 

This style is recommended for smaller screens, as larger screen may require a different 

attachment style for increased tension. 

3.	 Bungee cords (with a hook or plastic ball) can provide additional tension particular in larger 

inflatable screens and avoid fitment issues for replacement screen surfaces. However, these 

types can take a little longer to attach or remove.

Inflatable screens using higher quality materials can be easier to clean when becoming dirty. A 

damp cloth may only be required to wipe down a PVC screen. Cloth or textured fabrics (found on 

cheaper screen frames) can be more challenging to clean without damaging the fabric.

Depending on the screen surface, these can sometimes be detached for machine washing for cloth 

fabrics or easy wiped down for PVC/TPU like materials.

It is important to make sure inflatable screens are not wet or damp before storing as this can result 

in mould or ultimately destruction of the screen.

Inflation valves can also degrade over time depending on their use – in particular, with O-rings or 

rubber seals. Make sure your inflatable screens use higher quality style valves and replacement 

valves are easily available from your supplier.
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Manufacturer and Post-sale Support

An often-overlooked point when selecting an inflatable screen surface is who is manufacturing 

the screen and who is supplying the screen. Most suppliers of inflatable cinema screens in the 

Australian market do not manufacture and are resellers of screens sourced from overseas factories 

making a variety of inflatable products (with inflatable screens often being only a smaller segment 

of overall production). 

Choosing a supplier who manufactures their own inflatable screens can focus on delivering 

products specifically designed for cinema applications, resulting in improved quality control, 

greater attention to detail, and the ability to incorporate tighter feedback for incremental product 

enhancements. Increased flexibility can be offered in tailoring to branding or unique application 

requirements.

Look for :

1.	 Thick , durable PVC material in screen frame.

2.	 Outdoor Cinema application specific PVC – with UV, fire and cold protection.

3.	 Easily replaceable screen surface (and availability from supplier).

4.	 Direct manufacturer supplier over screen resellers.

5.	 Higher quality valves and pumps.
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Projector
Resolution is a crucial factor for achieving a 

sharp and clear picture. While a 720p resolution 

may suffice for smaller screens, it ’s advisable to 

avoid anything below that. A resolution of 1080p 

is generally recommended for a quality viewing 

experience, and if your budget allows, considering a 

4K projector can offer even greater detail, provided 

that 4K content is available and the budget allows.

Brightness is another critical consideration for 

outdoor projection. In completely pitch-black 

environments, brightness may be less of a concern, 

but for most events where you want to start showing a movie before nightfall, the brighter the 

projector, the better. Expecting to use a standard projector during a midday sporting event would 

likely result in disappointment , whereas an LED screen would be a more appropriate choice in this 

situation.

If you anticipate operating in dusty environments, laser projectors are an excellent option as they 

typically offer better durability and protection due to the sealed design. Depending on the media 

setup, audio output from the projector would allow easy connection to speakers.

Entry-level to mid-range projectors are designed with integrated projector lens as a complete 

unit . If you require an even brighter protector, large venue style projector will often come with 

interchangeable lens design and can significantly increase the cost of your setup. Interchangeable 

lenses may give you extra flexibility to cater for different layouts (such as a short , standard and 

long throw lenses – and hence varying throw distances) with the trade-off of additional cost.
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Audio
Quality speakers and their connection types significantly influence the overall performance of your 

setup. It ’s essential to choose speakers based on the audience size and layout ; this helps create a 

balanced sound that reaches everyone effectively.

Using fewer speakers can simplify the setup and minimize the challenges associated with audio 

balancing, reducing the risk of delayed audio overlap when using more than a pair of speakers. For 

most situations, a quality set of speakers positioned on either side of the screen will provide ample 

sound coverage. In very large areas, adding extra speakers around the middle of the audience can 

enhance audio levels, but it ’s advisable to avoid placing them at the rear, if possible, as this can 

lead to out of sync audio.

When comparing speakers, pay attention to the 

maximum sound pressure level (SPL) rating and 

overall frequency response. A high-quality speaker 

will deliver a well-rounded sound across high and low 

frequencies, often negating the need for a separate 

subwoofer. Additionally, consider the connection 

types available. Unbalanced connections are common, 

but professional-grade setups benefit from balanced 

connections, which help reduce the likelihood 

of signal loss or interference. This is particularly 

important in outdoor settings where environmental 

factors and distances can impact audio quality. 
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Media Source and A/V Control
Basic setups can include a simple HDMI media source such as a laptop or DVD connected through 

to your projector which can output to a pair of speakers. For streaming, a USB dongle such as 

Amazon Firestick or Google Chromecast should be sufficient.

If you require multiple video or audio sources, you may need to introduce HDMI switchers and/or 

audio mixer. Sometimes these can be combined in a custom media box .

For remote location where a reliable internet 

connection is not available for streaming, a 

traditional DVD or Blu-ray player might be more 

suitable. Please note, streaming from services such 

as Netflix or Display+ only include licensing for 

private use and typically not for public settings.
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Seating Arrangements

Determine the size of your audience and the layout of the viewing area. For smaller groups, a 

simple setup with blankets or lawn chairs can create a relaxed atmosphere. For larger gatherings, 

consider rows of chairs or benches to maximize space and ensure everyone has a clear view of the 

screen.

Providing space is available and appropriate screen surface is used, rear projection provides the 

most unintrusive setup with the projector set behind the screen. Whereas if using a front projection 

setup, you may need to make space in the middle of your audience area for the speaker (and 

possibly other equipment). This may need to be section off to avoid becoming a hazard.

INFLATABLE CINEMA
EVENT PLANNING

Event Day
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Enhancing the Experience

What is better than a big-screen outdoor movie event? A big-screen outdoor movie and a food 

truck! Consider adding pre-show entertainment , food stalls, or interactive activities to enhance the 

overall experience.

These can help the appeal of the overall event , allow for co-promotion activities, or sponsorship 

activities. Consider hosting a themed night with the selected movie or associated activities to fur-

ther boost the experience.
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Ticketed or Not Ticketed

The event can be a free community event or a paid ticketed event. Both types of events can require 

appropriate movie licensing for a public setting regardless of the entry fee. Using ticketing for a 

free event can also be useful to avoid over crowding and planning.

Pre-Event Testing & Troubleshooting

One of the most important tasks for outdoor movie events is pre-event testing. Using new equip-

ment on the day of an event is not recommended – as you can quickly discover forgetting a $20 

audio or video cable can mean cancellation of an entire event (having spare sets of cables is not a 

bad idea).

At the beginning of a season after you have had previously tested equipment come out of storage, 

it is also advisable to retest equipment is working as expected and nothing has been damaged in 

the process of previously packing down or unpacking from storage.

Consider:

•	 Having a plan if you experience technical difficulties during a screening. 

•	 Check all devices have access to power including spare batteries for all remotes.

•	 Can you download content prior to the event to avoid living stream?
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Labour Required

Volunteers or hired staff can be helpful to manage and direct crowds, answer questions, and ensure 

everyone enjoys the experience.

If you are catering to a very large audience using a very large inflatable screen (in particular, if you 

are using a large mattress style inflatable screen) you may require additional manpower for setup 

or loading/unloading equipment. 

Electronics and Water

Whilst an inflatable screen can be unharmed from a little rain (provided you dry it before placing 

into storage), a little rain on a projector or speaker is not recommended. Some outdoor speakers 

can offer some water resistance, most outdoor speakers and projectors do not. Check weather 

reports prior to an event and have a plan to protect equipment just in case – this can be simply 

placing them in a more protected position or having a cover to throw over.
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LED screens

LED outdoor screens in recent years has emerged as an alternative to traditional inflatable 

projection setups, offering several advantages that cater to various outdoor viewing needs. One of 

the most significant benefits of LED screens is their ability to perform well in daytime conditions. 

Unlike projectors that rely on darkness to produce sharp images, LED screens have the brightness 

necessary to deliver vivid, clear visuals even in direct sunlight , making them ideal for daytime 

events.

Another key advantage of LED screens is their durability and weather resistance. These screens 

are typically designed to withstand outdoor elements such as rain, wind, and dust , providing better 

protection in unpredictable weather conditions compared to inflatable projection systems.

However, these benefits come at the cost of a higher initial investment. LED screens are generally 

more expensive than inflatable projector setups, both in terms of upfront purchase and long-term 

maintenance. Whilst LED screens can be installed temporarily for events, they require significantly 

more time and manpower to set up and dismantle. This complexity is due to the heavier 

components and requiring erecting a frame to support the LED panels. In contrast , inflatable 

projection systems are more portable and easier to manage, making them better suited for quick 

installations and events that require minimal logistical overhead.

Window film

Using projection film on glass is a unique alternative to inflatable projection screens. By applying 

a special projection-friendly film (similar to window tint) to large glass panels, the glass becomes 

a high-quality projection surface. This setup allows projectors to be mounted indoors, safely 

protected from the weather, making it an excellent option for permanent or semi-permanent 

installations. However, the trade-off is the lack of portability and the requirement for a large, well-

positioned glass surface to ensure optimal viewing.

INFLATABLE CINEMA
EVENT PLANNING

Alternatives
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Outdoor Cinema Pro offers premium-quality inflatable cinema screens and equipment that 

outshines the competition. Unlike many competitors who rely on generic imports from overseas 

factories, we design and manufacture our own inflatable screens, ensuring superior craftsmanship, 

higher durability, and exceptional performance. This means you’re not just getting a product , you’re 

getting the best the industry has to offer.

As a local Australian company, we provide unmatched customer support. From faster response 

times to personalised assistance, we’re here to help.. Plus, our in-house manufacturing allows us to 

offer tailored solutions, including custom-branded screens for corporate events or sponsors.

With Outdoor Cinema Pro, you’re not just buying a screen, you’re investing in quality, service, and 

customisation that will elevate your outdoor cinema experience.

Ready to make your next event unforgettable? Partner with us at Outdoor Cinema Pro, and let us 

show you the difference that local expertise and superior manufacturing can make!

Visit our website at outdoorcinemapro.com.au , email info@outdoorcinemapro.com.au or call us 

on 03 8203 5853 .

ABN 

28 669 737 991

OC Pro Pty Ltd t/a Outdoor Cinema Pro

INFLATABLE CINEMA
EVENT PLANNING

About Us
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